William H Collier was born in Holyhead in 1851 the eldest son of Henry Collier and Mary Ann Griffiths.  Like many men from Holyhead on Anglesey in North Wales he was a seaman.  Working always in Steam.  In 1875 he married Mary Ellen Griffiths and they had 2 children, William in 1877 and Ellen in 1879, Ellen became Nana Shepherd.  In January 1879 William arrived in Australia having worked his way here on the "Lusitania". This is just a few weeks before Ellen was born on 1st march 1879.  William stayed here then worked his way around Australia on many ships.  We have no knowledge of Mary Ellen after the 1881 census when she is home in Wales.  Both Ellen and William were born in Liverpool.  Ellen hated divorced women leading us to believe that her parents divorced and her mother was at fault.  She was brought up first by her Aunt Jane and then in the Valley workhouse, William was first with his grandfather William Griffiths and then in a boy's home in Liverpool.  Ellen at 12 spoke only Welsh and William spoke only English.  In 1888 William married again to Susan Good (Price) in Melbourne. Susan already had a son from her marriage to Henry Good who died just 2 days before his child was born.  William Henry brought up the boy as his own and you can see this by the fact that young Henry became known as Good/Collier.  Susan and Henry came to Perth and on to the goldfields in the area of Cue. This was the time of the gold rush here in the Murchison.  For a while William worked on the mines but always with steam engines. Sadly he and Susan had 6 babies, 3 in Melbourne and 3 in Cue all died at birth.  He became the licensee of "The Old Spot Inn" in Cue in Austen Street and in 1899 went to England to bring his daughter Ellen and son William out here. Ellen went to Cue and there she met Frederick Shepherd who drove the train to Midland.  I can find William arriving here and he has bought himself out of the army at the time when his father is in UK leading me to believe that his father paid for this.  I cannot find him returning to England but know that he does as in the 1901 census we find him in Holyhead at the home of his Great Aunt Margred (Mrs. Jones).  Interestingly it looks as if William obtains his license in the name of John Smith as of course William Henry Collier is wanted by the police for nonpayment of his passage money from Adelaide to Albany.
 

Susan died in 1902 and is buried in Cue Cemetery.  William died in 1910 in Geraldton Hospital. He is buried in Geraldton.
Sunday Times - 13 September 1904
CUE WINE AND BEER SALOONS. 
To the Editor. “Sir,-It was with great surprise and indignation that I read in the issue of a Sunday paper of the 4th inst. an article entitled "Dago Dens," which is nothing more nor less than a gross libel on myself and the licensee of the other wine and beer saloon in Cue. There is no saloon kept by any Italian in Cue, nor have I at any time sent to Perth for girls as barmaids. For four years to this very day I have held the licence of the "Old Spot Inn" wine and beer saloon, and my nationality -being bred and born a Welshman-can be vouched for by the leading business people of Cue, and also by such old residents of Cue as Messrs. J. B. Holman (Minister for Railways), Mr. F. Troy, M.L.A. for Mount Magnet, and Mr. 1B. C. O'Brien, ex-M.L.C. The whole of the article is a tissue of falsehoods, and no such saloons exist in Cue, as the Cue police, and every resident of Cue can swear to. Such untruths as this article sets forth seem to me to be published simply to damage the reputations of respectable citizens and ruin their businesses, as it cannot fail to have a damaging effect on the minds of people at a distance, who have only the word of the paper as to the respectability of the Cue wine and beer saloons and their proprietors.-Yours, etc., WM. H. COLLIER”. Cue, September 8.
Friedrich Franz Ernst Mosel and Paulina Gregurke came from Germany and settled in Port Pirie, SA and married in Adelaide in 1859.  Their son Herman moved to WA and married Avis Vivian Moyle who died in 1904.  His second marriage was to Emma Elliott.  Herman’s son Harry Elliot Mosel married Olwen Austen Shepherd in 1935, son of Fred and Ellen Shepherd (nee Collier) who married in Geraldton in 1901.  

John Colclough was born in 1835 and lived in Tunstall, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire, England.  He is Valerie Mosel’s Great Grandfather.
